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to play on them. I was in the habit, in pursuit of the first object, of attending the evening prayer at the great mosque, and it certainly came rather as a shock when I received urgent warnings from two quite independent sources, one of them beyond question reliable, not to go there again because the Turks had hired a man to assassinate me.* The deed accomplished, the murderer was to escape, and the crime to be attributed to religious fanaticism; which would serve the double purpose of getting rid of me and giving the Ottoman authorities an excuse for objecting to any more Europeans coming up to Sanaa. I do not insinuate that the Vali was cognisant of or responsible for this ingenious if dirty trick, but I believe I know who was. They manage these things unofficially in Turkey, but notwithstanding my opinion of Mohammed Ali Pasha, I do not think he would associate himself with knavery of this sort, and had he known of the design would have vetoed it at once. It will seem odd to some of my readers that I should have been able so easily to avoid the trap, assuming that it actually existed. This fact will not surprise those who have experience of Turkish methods and Arab character. Plots of this kind are generally betrayed. There are so many undercurrents of conflicting interests, of friendship and enmity, of fear and greed, that when half-a-dozen people are aware of an intention with regard to some one else, the betting is odds on that one of the six will consider that he best serves his own interests by informing the object of the intention of its existence and nature. It is the fear of things like this that is in part responsible for the peculiar system of domestic espionage that is found in Turkey. I mean the way in which officials and even private individuals employ spies to find out what is being said about them, what their enemies are doing, and so forth. I used to think this a great waste of money, but now I am not so sure. We who live in civilized countries regard the idea .of plotting deliberately to injure or destroy an enemy as something quite outside the common experience of life. We regard such cases
* I merely state what actually occurred, and cannot prove this without giving away ray informants ; therefore I have not referred to the incident in the course of official correspondence.